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October 20, 2023

SSA – Detroit Office

PO Box 345

Detroit, MI 48231-9806

Re:
Anaya Ashley Lay
Case Number: 9050498

DOB:
12-23-2004

Dear Disability Determination Service:

Anaya comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She is accompanied by her mother, Brenda Allen, who helps with the history. Anaya developed a loss of vision approximately 11 years ago and was diagnosed with neuromyelitis optica. She has not been able to read nor use a computer, nor distinguish between small objects since then. She is confined to a wheelchair and therefore requires assistance navigating the environment. She does not use eye drops. She has not had eye surgery.

On examination, Anaya is in a wheelchair and unable to transfer to the examination chair. The best-corrected visual acuity is no light perception on either side, with and without correction, at distance and near. She does not show response with the mirror test nor with incoming stimuli. The pupils are widely dilated and poorly reactive. An afferent defect is not appreciated. There is a large exotropia. The muscle movements are wandering with jerk nystagmus in multiple directions. Intraocular pressures measure 11 on the right and 12 on the left with the i-Care tonometer. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable. The media are clear. The fundus examination shows significant pallor to the optic nerve head on each side with near total cupping on both sides. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Visual field testing with a III4e stimulus shows the absence of a visual field on both sides.

Assessment:
1. Optic atrophy.

2. Nystagmus.

Anaya has clinical findings that are consistent with the total loss of vision on both sides. Based upon these findings, one would not expect her to perform the visual tasks required in the academic environment nor the work environment. She cannot read, she cannot distinguish between objects based upon visual stimuli, and she will be unable to avoid hazards in her environment if she were able to ambulate or control her wheelchair movements. Her prognosis is poor.

Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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